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THE PRISONERS PLAY 
SYNOPSIS 


A rehearsal is in progress for an opera about ULYSSES and CIRCE. The BOSS 
(Director) and PAUL (Music Coach) see that ULYSSES is properly costumed. Then 
they guide the singers through the opening scenes. 


On his voyage home after the Trojan Wars, ULYSSES and his friends have stopped 
at CIRCE’S island. While ULYSSES watched the ship, the friends went into the 
magic forest for food and water. The first scene shows ULYSSES waiting for their 
return. EURYLOCHUS, one of the friends, returns to report that the goddess 
CIRCE has captured the other three friends, BOSSITES, POLITES, and ELPENOR. 
After some prodding by the BOSS, ULYSSES sets out the EURYLOCHUS to 
rescue his friends. 


Meanwhile at her pavilion, CIRCE is holding the friends prisoners by magic. The 
youngest prisoner, ELPENOR, is hard at work, while CIRCE’S pupil LYDIA is busy 
practicing magic. When ELPENOR rebels, CIRCE puts him under a spell that makes 
him foolish and happy to go back to work. CIRCE tells LYDIA of her plans to 
capture ULYSSES and put him also to work. 


When CIRCE leaves, LYDIA discovers the counterspell, the magic sentence that 
ELPENOR must say to free himself from CIRCE’S magic. As LYDIA urges the 
spellbound boy to say the sentence, ULYSSES himself arrives with 
EURYLOCHUS. CIRCE reappears and tries to lay a magic spell on him, but 
ULYSSES says the counterspell by accident, and is unharmed. 


To everyone's surprise, ULYSSES and CIRCE fall in love and have a banquet, 
forgetting all about the prisoners. 


ELPENOR saves the day by freeing himself and rescuing the rest of ULYSSES’ 
friends. The friends are anxious to leave CIRCE’S island and start the trip home, 
but ULYSSES wants to stay on as CIRCE’S prisoner. CIRCE, however, has found 
that she wants a friend, not a prisoner. She orders him to go home, then joins him 
in a farewell dance. The prisoners celebrate their homeward journey with a 
Bacchanalian dance. As the dancing gets wilder CIRCE leaves and the magic forest 
disappears leaving ULYSSES and his friends on an empty stage. 
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GILBERT 


For further information: 


Gilbert at Simpson’s, Call for appointments: 
176 Yonge Street, (416) 861-6477 

Third Floor, 

Toronto, Ontario. 


Swimming, Campcraft, Nature Lore, A&C, 
Overnights, Sports, Archery, Drama, Music. Fun 
and Excitement. Lunches and Transportation 


Provided. 
A valuable camping experience within Metro- 


politan Toronto in the parklands of the Don 
Valley. 
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